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McGOWAN GOVERNMENT — REGIONAL SERVICES — FUNDING 
Matter of Public Interest 

THE ACTING SPEAKER (Ms M.M. Quirk) informed the Assembly that she was in receipt within the 
prescribed time of a letter from the member for Moore seeking to debate a matter of public interest. 
[In compliance with standing orders, at least five members rose in their places.] 
MR R.S. LOVE (Moore) [5.08 pm]: I move — 

That this house calls on the McGowan Government to reverse its mean cuts to services in regional WA, 
including education, health, community resource centres and the closure of Moora Residential College in 
light of the result of the Darling Range by-election. 

Last weekend, the people of Darling Range pronounced a very sharp judgement on the performance of this current 
government. For those people who are not all that familiar with Darling Range, although I am sure most people in 
this house will be by now, I was quite surprised when I went out there to see the rural nature of much of that seat. 
Towns like Mundijong and Serpentine are probably not that much different from some of the towns within my 
own electorate of Moore, especially some of the closer urban areas, with Byford being very much an urban area 
of the electorate. As we know, the government has made some very mean spirited and damaging decisions in 
regional WA and these decisions have been coming thick and fast really since the government was first brought 
in. Many, many important programs previously funded by royalties for regions have been cut and the royalties for 
regions money, as we know, has been repurposed towards paying the ordinary expenses of running the state. 
A particular focus in recent times has been the decisions around the cuts to regional education. Since late last year 
we have been aware that regional education is something that this government has not been taking very seriously. 
Indeed, the early decision to close the Schools of the Air caused a huge amount of kickback initially, and one of 
the main campaigners around that was a lady connected with the Isolated Children’s Parents’ Association, Raelene 
Hall.  Just to show what people in country areas are thinking at the moment and how they feel, I will read a quote 
from Raelene, who states — 

Wouldn’t it be nice if rural, regional and remote people could just go about their lives without having to 
fight for every damn thing we need, require or would just like 

That is pretty well where we are at now in regional Western Australia since the McGowan government came in. 
One of the sharpest discussion points at the moment is the closure of Moora Residential College. It is a victim of 
the cuts announced around the same time as that to the Schools of the Air. However, unlike that cut, it continues 
to this day. The supporters of Moora college have been very active in highlighting the disastrous effect the closure 
of the residential college will have on education for that large swathe of country areas running from Perth to 
Geraldton. We have seen many “Save Moora Residential College” activities in social media, and in Perth, Australia 
and the world, banners can be seen asking for Moora Residential College to be saved. Of course, a marsupial has 
evolved in Moora—the Moora quokka, which has been very active in spreading the message of support for the 
students of Moora. 
Many supporters of Moora Residential College were involved in the Darling Range by-election campaign. The 
Moora quokka herself came down to lend support to the campaign—not for a particular party so much as to send 
a message that what the Labor government was doing was very damaging to country people. I believe that the 
people of Darling Range made their decision in full knowledge of the concerns of regional people about the 
disastrous effects of those government decisions. They were very much aware of those things in the pre-polling 
that took place. Voters in the bush are wondering how the message can be brought to this government any more 
clearly than the recent loss of that seat that Labor was so proud to previously have held in this house. A nine 
per cent swing is not the ordinary swing seen in by-elections. It is an extraordinary swing. That sort of swing would 
see members opposite after the next election sitting not on that side of the chamber, but over here—those who are 
left! They are making the mistake of thinking that city people do not care about regional Western Australia. That 
has been demonstrated to be wrong. The people of Darling Range have given the government a very clear message. 
I ask the government to listen to those people and reverse the cuts that it has been making across a whole swathe 
of regional services, but especially to Moora Residential College. 
MS M.J. DAVIES (Central Wheatbelt — Leader of the Nationals WA) [5.13 pm]: I rise to support the 
motion — 

That this house calls on the McGowan Government to reverse its mean cuts to services in regional WA, 
including education, health, community resource centres and the closure of Moora Residential College in 
light of the result of the Darling Range by-election. 

As a country member of Parliament, it was astounding to me to stand at a polling booth in Byford over the weekend 
and gauge the sentiment against this government. It was a sentiment of shared aggrievement and grief that this 
government has made over the last 15 months to institutions such as Moora Residential College. Even voters from 
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the electorate of Darling Range understood that this government was making poor decisions. They could not 
understand why education cuts were one of the first things on the Labor government’s agenda or why important 
services such as community resources or community kindies, which are grassroots community organisations they 
would expect the Labor government to support, were being cut. Voters are within their rights to question the 
government’s priorities. That is what the voters of Darling Range did on Saturday. I stood out there and the 
Nationals WA provided a platform for those groups that felt aggrieved to say, “This is not on, Premier!” It was 
their chance to send a message to the government and to garner support from the electorate, which had had to go 
back to the polls because of the Labor Party’s mishandling of its two previous candidates. 

I felt for the Labor candidate, because she had been handed an impossible job. The entire state was watching and 
saying, “We don’t like what this government is doing.” It is particularly appalling in regional Western Australia. 
Members opposite still defend their records in regional Western Australia. The first thing the Minister for 
Regional Development and her parliamentary secretary lead with is, “We’ve more regional members than any 
other political party in this house.” They must be going to caucus or party room meetings every Monday or 
Tuesday—whenever they are held—and saying, “Give us a hand!” Labor is on the nose in regional 
Western Australia, which can be seen in the results in the more rural booths in Darling Range. Voters were well 
aware of the government’s record of the past 15 months. Community resource centre groups and those who rely 
on those centres—one is in Serpentine–Jarrahdale—and the Moora college group were there in full force. They 
were prepared to mobilise their communities to come to Darling Range. That is how aggrieved, upset and 
devastated they were that these services are being withdrawn from their communities. They were prepared to drive 
hundreds of kilometres, not only on polling day of Saturday, but also before that to make sure that the polling 
booths were covered and to support the notion that the electorate needed to put anyone but Labor first. That 
“Put Labor Last” message was enough to drive communities that were feeling the keen loss of their community 
resource centres. 

We have asked many questions in this place about community resource centres and Moora Residential College 
and will continue to do so. To leave it alone and leave communities to fend for themselves would be to give this 
government the right to walk away and say, “You don’t care. No-one is making noise about it.” I can tell the 
Premier that everyone in regional Western Australia—it seems even in a metropolitan seat—absolutely does care 
and they demonstrated that on Saturday. Across the board, they said, “We don’t like what you have done for the 
last 15 months.” We were very proud to stand alongside those groups, to support them and to make sure that their 
messages could be heard. These are people who are not used to having to fight for services. They are not used to 
having to come and scrap and say, “Please may we have services that we would consider to be essential in our 
communities?” This government has forced ordinary mums and dads—people who would be doing good things in 
the communities—to engage in a political process that they should not have to be engaged in. Quite frankly, 
Saturday’s result was a very good signal to the government that it needs to do more to convince regional 
Western Australians that it is actually thinking about them and that it has a heart. 

MR V.A. CATANIA (North West Central) [5.18 pm]: Put Labor last! The people of Darling Range have 
certainly put Labor last! The swing against Labor clearly shows that this Premier is arrogant and out of touch. 
They are calling him “Mean Mark”. He is an arrogant Premier—the meanest Premier that this state has ever had. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms M.M. Quirk): Member, you know that under standing orders you are to refer to 
members of this place by their seat or by their position. 

Mr V.A. CATANIA: You are right. Sorry, Madam Acting Speaker. 

He is the meanest Premier this state has ever had. That is what the people of Darling Range said on Saturday. It 
was a 9.1 per cent swing. At the start of this year, I stood in this place and said that a three per cent swing would 
see eight seats disappear on the way to a change in government. That was off the back of $64 million of cuts to 
regional education and the stupid decision made by the meanest Premier in Western Australia to cut regional 
education services such as Schools of the Air. He is the meanest Premier! I went to the fiftieth anniversary of the 
Carnarvon School of the Air and all they could say was how mean this Premier was. The Carnarvon School of the 
Air was celebrating its fiftieth anniversary and it thought it would never be able to celebrate its fifty-first 
anniversary next year because of the cuts that the Premier made just before Christmas. Those cuts have set the 
tone for this government. I did not know how much of a tone they would set but when there is a swing of 
9.1 per cent against the government, it is not just because of problems with former members and candidates. I never 
heard from the Labor candidate for Darling Range. All I could hear was the mean Premier on TV and radio, talking 
about all the things that he was going to do. Clearly, that was not good enough because people are sick and tired 
of being charged an extra $750 by the Labor Party within 15 months of it winning government. Members opposite 
have no plan. Their plan is to cut services to regional Western Australia. Their plan is to cut spending in regional 
Western Australia. When it comes to the budget for Main Roads Western Australia, members opposite talk about 
the amount of money—the billions of dollars—going into regional roads but they are all projects started by the 
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previous government. The only new money I can find is about $60 million or $90 million for something to do with 
Bunbury. Clearly, the smoke and mirrors, arrogance and meanness that the Premier is showing to the people of 
Western Australia is coming through. The Labor Party is now going to set a new precedent in Western Australia 
as a one-term government. Members in all these seats should be worried: Joondalup, Kinsley, Jandakot, 
Murray–Wellington, Pilbara, Kalamunda, Burns Beach, Bicton, Mount Lawley and Albany; and, of course, we 
had Darling Range. It is gone; it started the cascade. It started the one-term government.  

The Premier has a mean spirit and the government is charging mums and dads out there, taking from the people 
of Western Australia because it has no financial plan. Members opposite talk about budget repair and the forty 
thousand million dollars but they have no plan. They cannot tell me how much Metronet is going to cost but 
I reckon it is about $10 billion! It is going to cost the taxpayers of Western Australia $10 billion. Come clean; be 
open and transparent—something that members opposite are becoming renowned for not doing. When members 
opposite will not say how much Roger Federer was paid or how much Qantas was paid for cheaper fares to Broome, 
they are not being open and transparent. The people are starting to know the Premier as the mean Premier—the 
one-termer—and the members of Parliament in the seats that I just listed are gone. Suddenly, the Premier has 
become the meanest Premier in Western Australia’s history. That will be shown come 2021.  

MR D.T. REDMAN (Warren–Blackwood) [5.24 pm]: Someone said once that politics is ruthlessly governed by 
arithmetic and the magical number out of the weekend was 9.1 per cent. It was a 9.1 per cent swing against the 
government in the seat of Darling Range, which would effectively take out 13 seats right across government as 
a uniform swing if the government went to an election now. It is interesting to see the outcome of this by-election 
because our view is that people in regional Western Australia have been underdone; this government has been 
mean to them, as the member for North West Central highlighted. However, I did not expect to see the level of 
swing in the seat of Darling Range. That says that the government is starting to get on the nose, if it is not already 
on the nose. That means the government has a chance; it has an opportunity here. It has had very direct feedback 
from a poll on Saturday in the seat of Darling Range, which has a lot of rural areas, as highlighted by the member 
for Moore. There are also a lot of metropolitan areas. It is quite a diverse seat. The government has a chance to 
respond to a unique circumstance in which it has been given very direct feedback from the electorates that it 
represents. The people of Darling Range said, “This government needs to go” with a swing of 9.1 per cent which, 
if uniform across-the-board, would mean the Labor Party would lose government. I think that is a massive issue 
for this government to consider. It has therefore reinforced what is happening in the decision-making process of 
government. It is a mean government to those people out there, which affects not only people in regional 
Western Australia, but also those in metropolitan seats. Members in 13 seats need to stand on guard because, if 
this continues, they will not be members of Parliament any more. They will need to hand in their cars and give 
back their privileges. Whatever they have as members of Parliament, they will not have any more because it will 
be gone.  

We highlight that this government does not have a regional agenda; it is spasmodic at best. We had debates in this 
house last week in which we talked about the Minister for Regional Development and Agriculture and Food—
those two big portfolios that people in the regions look up to for how the government responds. Those portfolios 
indicate how the government positions itself in the economy of Western Australia, in health and education services 
for regional Western Australia, and in agriculture, which is the second biggest contributor to our economy. The 
message the government is getting is that people are not happy. It is a signal to the government to say, “You’re on 
notice.” I am sure that if government backbenchers are not thinking clearly now, they should be, about the issues 
that will affect them when they go to the next election. The decisions that this government has made regarding the 
points we have raised in this matter of public interest, including around education, health, community resource 
centres, the closure of Moora Residential College, cuts in education for the camp schools and the cuts to 
agricultural education, are starting to flow through in very real terms.  

I remember when the Minister for Education and Training and the Premier responded to the first cuts that the 
government put in place to the School of Isolated and Distance Education, the Northam hostel, the gifted and 
talented education program and other cuts to funding for senior teachers in the education system. Those cuts were 
reversed. The government said, “We listened. We are responding, and putting them back in place because we think 
we have taken a step too far. The cuts have gone too far.” Here is a chance to listen again. Here is a chance to 
listen to the best poll the government is ever going to get—the actual voting population reflecting their position, 
in this case in the Darling Range by-election. It is a very strong signal. Here is a chance for the Premier to go back 
and reassess where he puts regional Western Australia in the context of government decision-making and make 
some changes to put those issues back on the agenda because right now, he is heading to take those issues off the 
agenda. There is no regional development agenda here; it is spasmodic at best. When there are cuts to areas such 
as the men’s shed program that helps mental health in regional communities, the regional men’s health services 
and age-appropriate housing in regional Western Australia in response to the ageing population, these are 
fundamentals for communities that are isolated, some distance from bigger centres, and they are feeling these cuts. 
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Those people in regional Western Australia have this government on the nose. There is a very clear message out 
of the decision on Saturday with a 9.1 per cent swing against the government. If the members in those 13 seats 
behind us are not watching that closely, then they are missing the mark and they will not be members of Parliament 
going forward. 

MR P.J. RUNDLE (Roe) [5.28 pm]: I would like to speak briefly in support of the matter of public interest. 
I thought it was very telling on Friday and Saturday—I went to Roleystone on Friday and to Bedfordale on 
Saturday. I must admit that when we ran our campaign, I had a think about it and I thought — 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms M.M. Quirk): Member, can I just remind members that this is about cuts to 
regional services? It is not some exercise in sophology, so can you speak to the motion, please? 

Point of Order 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The motion refers to “in light of the result of the Darling Range by-election” so it does make 
reference to the by-election. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms M.M. Quirk): Member for Roe. 

Debate Resumed 

Mr P.J. RUNDLE: Thanks, Madam Acting Speaker. I was at a couple of polling booths for the Darling Range 
by-election. When people came up to me and asked, “What’s this campaign all about?” it did not take me long to 
explain it was about regional cuts, the way that regional people are feeling, and the way that regional people have 
seen a result since the March 2017 election with cuts made in just about every sector. We have spoken many times 
about Moora Residential College, but that money was in the budget and the previous Minister for Regional 
Development had announced it, so there was an expectation that it was going to happen. I congratulate the people 
of Moora who came down and helped with the campaign because they are so passionate about it. Every time 
I spoke to someone, whether in Roleystone on the Friday or in Bedfordale on the Saturday, and explained what 
the campaign was about, they were in total agreement. I will cite some of the comparative ALP votes from the 
more regional polling booths. At the Serpentine–Jarrahdale Community Resource Centre, the ALP in 2017 polled 
669 votes; in 2018, 241. That is a 64 per cent swing. In Karragullen, it went from 141 down to 54—a 62 per cent 
swing. At Mundijong Primary School, it went from 468 down to 232—a 51 per cent swing. Finally, at 
Oakford Community Hall it went from 327 votes down to 173; that is 48 per cent. 

I think the government and the Premier really need to take this on board. I know it is hard to back down. The 
Schools of the Air was a real knee-jerk reaction: “Minister for Education and Training, can you find me $64 million 
to fund the school over here near Subiaco oval?” In the government went, slash and burn. Unfortunately, there was 
no thought given. I understand that it was very difficult when the Premier had to back down on the Schools of the 
Air, the level 3 and the gifted and talented program, but we are seeing the effect of that. Those polling booths 
demonstrate it. The Labor Party purports to be the regional party, but we have the most regional members and 
I would be worried if I was the member for Murray–Wellington or the member for Pilbara. They need to have 
more impact. 

We have a minute to cabinet here, with the Premier, the Treasurer, the Minister for Transport and the Minister for 
Health making decisions for the other members of the Labor Party. I think we need a more inclusive approach. 
I would love to see more input from the Labor backbenchers—those regional members who, going on the current 
scenario, are going to be decimated at the next election. I actually really worry for them; I know they are trying to 
do the right thing for their electorates. I worry for the member for Pilbara; I know he is trying to do the right thing 
for his electorate, but going on a 9.1 per cent swing — 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms M.M. Quirk): Members! 

Mr P.J. RUNDLE: With a 9.1 per cent swing, unfortunately the member for Pilbara will no longer be here with 
us in 2021. That will be disappointing for him. I think our discussion last week about the Minister for Agriculture 
and Food; Regional Development was very appropriate. She is way off track on the issue of wild dogs; the funding 
is there. We need to stop undermining the agricultural sector, and certainly I am concerned about regional WA. 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [5.34 pm]: The government will not be supporting this motion. 
I find it interesting that the Nationals WA has moved this motion. I saw Nationals MPs handing out material on 
electorates at polling booths over the course of the weekend, and I also note that the Liberal Party has said that it 
is going to get rid of royalties for regions, so the Nationals’ entire argument is flawed. It claims — 

Ms M.J. Davies interjected. 
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Mr M. McGOWAN: Sorry, I did not interject on you. Madam Acting Speaker, I did not interject on members of 
the National Party when they were speaking. 

The Nationals’ entire argument is somehow based upon regional Western Australia being ripped off, yet it is 
supporting the Liberal Party, which has made it plain that it plans to abolish royalties for regions. There is a great 
deal of hypocrisy in that. The Leader of the Opposition has come out and said that he wants to see royalties for 
regions removed. We have all the transcripts where he has said it—“Its time is up; its time is over”; words to that 
effect—yet the National Party goes and supports him. In other words, the National Party, while claiming to be in 
favour of regional Western Australia, is supporting a party that does not support the principal program that the 
Nationals claim ownership of. The entire argument it is running is based upon a hypocritical foundation. 

I want to make a couple of points about the various issues raised by the National Party. First, the government is 
increasing its spend on education across Western Australia, despite our difficult financial situation. A whole range 
of programs and projects are being funded across regional Western Australia, and in the metropolitan area, that 
were not there before. Whether it is for education, additional education assistants, independent learning 
coordinators or capital works at regional schools — 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members on my left, there is a bit too much conversation. Please go outside. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Whether it is science blocks in primary school classrooms across regional Western Australia 
or whether it is the science, technology, engineering and mathematics strategy in schools across regional 
Western Australia, this government is funding all those programs across our state to make sure that our children 
are best equipped for the long-term future. Those things need to be acknowledged, because they have not been 
done before. 

Second, when it comes to dealing with issues that might arise, I think of the member for Roe’s electorate and the 
fact that we have taken on the issue of Cleveland–Cliffs Inc and the loss of 400 jobs. We have taken up that issue 
and we have been negotiating furiously. I have been involved, the Treasurer has been involved and various other 
ministers have been involved to keep that mine operational and to keep those regional jobs in place. What do we 
hear from the National Party? Not a word about that. All it does is campaign negatively, and when we do important 
things for its constituencies, there is not a word of gratitude, not a word of thanks, and not a moment’s 
consideration about the fact that we have taken up that important issue that will result in train drivers, waterside 
workers, you name it, in those communities across the Roe electorate continuing to have employment for years to 
come. We have taken up that issue. Whenever these sorts of things happened when the Liberals and Nationals 
were in office, they did not do anything to resolve them. We go out there and take action, and they put it in their 
pocket and forget about it. 

I turn to other commitments across regional Western Australia, and there are too many to mention. I talked about 
the member for Geraldton’s hospital today—an important project needed in Geraldton. We are continuing to fund 
the school and aged-care facilities in Carnarvon. There is a whole range — 

Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for North West Central! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I did not interject on members of the National Party; I would appreciate it if they kept 
themselves quiet. 

We fund all these initiatives across Western Australia, despite the very difficult financial situation the previous 
government left us with. What I note about the National Party and the Liberal Party is that they do not care about 
their record; they do not care about what they left the state; they do not care about having left the state’s finances 
in an absolutely unprecedented, appalling and diabolical situation. They act as though it had nothing to do with 
them, when it had everything to do with them. In my first briefing from Treasury upon becoming Premier, 
I discovered that what they left this state was diabolical. They waltz around the place with absolutely no 
responsibility and no care for what they left the state government and the taxpayers of Western Australia with. For 
that, they deserve absolutely no credit; they took no responsibility for that. 

This government obviously has to do some difficult things, whether in the metro area, in the regions or wherever 
else it might be, and some projects that people might like will not get funded. That is the unfortunate reality of the 
situation the previous government left for the people of Western Australia. This government has been absolutely 
careful and assiduous in getting more support out of the federal government to meet some of Western Australia’s 
obligations. For capital works, whether in the city or the country, we have been more successful in getting support 
out of the federal government than has been the case with any state government in history. We want to ensure that 
we get some of those capital works around Western Australia and offset the burden on Western Australian 
taxpayers. We have been more successful in that area than any government in history. I know that the 
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National Party and, it appears, the Liberal Party, campaign against our rail and planning program, Metronet, but 
financial support for that is principally coming from the federal Liberal–National government. That is where that 
money is coming from, because we have been successful in negotiating good arrangements for Western Australia 
and reducing the burden on the people of this state. The opposition seems to object to that. It is wildly angry that 
the federal government is providing support for Western Australian capital works, because we negotiated those 
deals and arrangements. It is not just for Metronet — 

Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I did not interject on you. 

It is not just for Metronet; it is also for roads, hospitals, wherever they might be, in both the city and the regions 
across Western Australia. We have been extraordinarily successful in doing that, and offsetting the burden on 
Western Australian taxpayers. Not only have we been financially responsible, we have gone out of our way to 
work cooperatively with the federal government to get our fair share. 

Where we have not received our fair share is in the area of remote Indigenous housing. That is where there is 
a massive problem. Tony Abbott, former Liberal Prime Minister—a national embarrassment in my view, but 
former Liberal Prime Minister—said he would be the Prime Minister for Aboriginal Australians. What did he do 
when he was Prime Minister? He pulled out funding for services in remote communities that had been provided 
by the commonwealth for 50 years. He pulled out the funding for services that the commonwealth said it would 
assist the states with, particularly Western Australia, the Northern Territory and Queensland, so we had to pick 
that up. If those services are not there, what happens to those communities? Those communities die, and all those 
people are scattered to the winds. Where do they go? What do they do? That is what Tony Abbott and the federal 
Liberal government did, but there was not a word out of the opposition about that. That is a real regional issue, 
right there. Currently, Malcolm Turnbull, who is a more decent person than Tony Abbott in my view, is allowing 
his colleague Mr Scullion to end support for housing construction and maintenance for remote Aboriginal 
communities in Western Australia. There are 165 or so communities that need the support, but the commonwealth 
is pulling out all its effort. Not a peep do we hear from the Liberals and Nationals in Western Australia about that 
issue. That is the number one issue in regional Western Australia. Members opposite do not speak about it, and 
they do not care about it. They never raise it, and they do not seem to have the slightest concern about it. The 
National Party’s technique is simple — 

Mr D.T. Redman interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I did not interject on you. 

The National Party’s technique is simple—turn the country against the city. That is all it is; that is its playbook, 
and hopefully we get to keep our jobs. That is the National Party’s playbook, no matter what the circumstances. 
This government could spend the entire state budget in the regions, and the Nationals would still be working on 
trying to turn country against city, because that is what they do. It is a sectarian party without religion. It is not 
religious; it is just dividing the regions against the city. We are a party of all Western Australians. Everyone 
deserves decent services and a government that creates jobs and manages the state’s finances properly. We stand 
for everyone in Western Australia, not just one section of the community. The false outrage that the Nationals go 
on with and their lack of appreciation of what the previous government did condemns them in my view, and the 
view of many people. Many people are very unhappy with what the opposition did in government. 

Sure, the opposition had a victory on the weekend—good for it. I saw its celebratory activities, although I thought 
they were slightly over the top. It is two and a half years until the next election, and we will get on with the business 
of governing Western Australia properly, and making sure that we get this state back on track after the wildly 
unsuccessful and crazy ride that the previous government took this state on. We will make sure that 
Western Australians understand that they have a responsible, reasonable, sensible and progressive government in 
place that cares about all our citizens, including our Aboriginal citizens, unlike the opposition. That is how we will 
conduct ourselves over the coming years up until the next election. I do not think that anything I say or do, or 
anything any of my colleagues say or do, will stop the opposition in its wildly disruptive, hugely sectarian approach 
to politics in this state, which seeks to pit regions and country areas against the city, and seeks to elevate any single 
issue it finds to such an extreme status, like some of those we have seen recently, and tries to claim the moral high 
ground, based upon feet of clay, which is its own record. 

DR M.D. NAHAN (Riverton — Leader of the Opposition) [5.46 pm]: We have just seen why the result in 
Darling Range was what it was on Saturday—complete denial. There is no doubt that rural issues, affecting 
particularly education in Moora and elsewhere, had a major impact on the outcome in Darling Range, for a number 
of reasons. First, we are all Western Australians, and the people of Darling Range are reasonably concerned about 
the major cuts to Moora Residential College, the Landsdale Farm School, community resource centres and others. 
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They are concerned. It is also a special area, as the member for Roe said. It is a peri-urban electorate; it includes 
both urban and rural areas. The electors know; they are partly urban, and some of the CRCs are in that electorate. 
They are sympathetic. They voted overwhelmingly for the McGowan opposition 15 months ago. In that campaign, 
the opposition, now the government, made it quite clear that it would not make cuts to frontline services. It claimed 
over and over again that it would redress the cuts made by the former Barnett government. Now people are shocked 
by cuts to frontline services, particularly in education. They hear the government say that it will retain royalties 
for regions, and that it is a regional party now. 

However, the voters see clear evidence of the government systematically picking on rural areas. They are not huge 
amounts. The government goes on about Moora Residential College costing $9 million, but everyone knows that 
is a furphy, because it is not necessary to spend that much money to fix up the residential college. The amount 
saved on the Landsdale farm is $150 000 or less. I think the government is cutting $40 000 from each of the CRCs. 
These cuts are dwarfed by the amount of money the government has spent pork-barrelling on Local Projects, Local 
Jobs. It is ridiculous. Why is the government cutting the community kindergartens? The people of Darling Range 
said that this is inequitable. The government is picking on a certain segment of Western Australia, and it is doing 
it for political purposes, because it does not think that sector will affect the government in votes into the future. In 
other words, the government is doing it for its own political advantage. More importantly, the government went 
to the electorate 15 months ago and promised to redress the cuts it claimed had been made by the previous 
government. What happened, 15 months later? We see systematic cuts, particularly in regional and rural 
education. The government is in denial. The books show a $285 million reduction in education expenditure 
between 2017–18 and 2018–19. That is a fact. The government is cutting education expenditure. 
When we debate this with the government, the first thing it does is go back to the past and say it was done by the 
previous government. It has been in government for 15 months, and it refuses to govern. You cannot drive a car 
by looking in the rear-vision mirror, but that is how Labor is trying to govern. It is all about the past; it is all about 
the previous government. The government has been in power for 15 months. It won government in a landslide, 
and it is breaking promise after promise. I thank the people from Moora and Landsdale farm who went out and 
doorknocked with me and others for days on end in Darling Range. When we knocked on the door and discussed 
the issues of Moora Residential College, the CRCs, Landsdale farm and school camps, the people of Darling Range 
got it—they know the government is making cuts. It is inequitable. The government promised not to do this, and 
it has done it. It is not the previous government; it is the present government’s decisions. The government has 
decided to do it, and refuses to be accountable for it. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms M.M. Quirk): Members, the question is that the motion be agreed to. All those 
in favour say aye. All those to the contrary say no. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr F.M. Logan: It is actually my call. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: You may have sought the call, but I did not hear you. I have already put the question. 
Mr F.M. Logan: We have only had one speaker.  
The ACTING SPEAKER: All right, member for Cockburn. 
MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn — Minister for Emergency Services) [5.51 pm ] :Thank you, Madam Acting Speaker. 
I was waiting for you, Ben—sorry. 

Point of Order 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: You made a judgement and you actually put the question. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms M.M. Quirk): I had not actually called the vote, member. I am advised that in 
those circumstances my peripheral vision should have been better and I should have the seen that the minister was 
getting to his feet even though he did not orally seek the call. 

Debate Resumed 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: My apologies to you, Madam Acting Speaker, and to the house. I was waiting for my colleague 
the Treasurer to get to his feet because I thought he was next. As it is, I am here now. 
Madam Acting Speaker, thank you very much indeed for the opportunity to talk on this issue. When it comes to 
government actions in funding regional and rural issues, we cannot get a better example than the one that 
I announced and have spoken about twice in this house—that is, the rural fire division. Speaker after speaker on 
their feet in this house this afternoon has indicated that we are pulling funding out of regional WA, but they have 
forgotten to draw attention to the biggest investment in rural and regional emergency and fire safety—ever. 
Mr R.S. Love interjected. 
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The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Moore, you have had a go. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: As the Premier just said, I never interjected on any members opposite during their contributions 
and I would prefer that they do not interject on me. 
National Party members in particular made no reference whatsoever to the fact that the government is putting in 
the largest ever contribution to keeping rural and regional communities safe in the history of Western Australia. 
They made no comment whatsoever about it. Eighty million dollars of emergency services levy money will be 
poured into rural and regional WA. Where will that money be raised? Where will every single cent of that money 
be raised? It will be raised in metropolitan Perth. Metropolitan Perth has had an increase of approximately $22 per 
household or 51c a week, and that money is going into rural and regional WA. An extra $21 or $22 per household 
on average across category 1, which is basically metropolitan houses, will be added to the emergency services levy 
specifically for the rural and regional fire division. That money will purely be going into rural and regional WA—
every single cent of it. Members opposite made no mention whatsoever about that. 

I will give members two good examples of where that money is being spent. One is in the member for Roe’s 
electorate down in Bremer Bay, and the other one is in Kalbarri, which is in the member for Moore’s electorate. 
Funding drawn down from emergency services levies has been used to create firebreaks completely around those 
two small coastal towns, which are surrounded by national parks. As members in this house know, when coastal 
heath goes up in a fire, the fire becomes huge and catastrophic and has the ability to wipe out towns such as 
Bremer Bay and Kalbarri in a short period of time. Those communities through their local shires have protected 
themselves by putting significant firebreaks around their towns to defend themselves. Where did the money come 
from? It came from metropolitan Perth. I think that is a good investment. I do not think anybody in Perth would 
object to paying an extra 51c a week to ensure that towns such as Bremer Bay and Kalbarri are not wiped off the 
face of the earth by fire. I am sure that the residents of metropolitan Perth would not have a problem with that. 
Was there any mention of that by the National Party? No, there was nothing—nothing whatsoever. 

I turn to the government’s funding for volunteer marine rescue units around Western Australia of $19.4 million 
over four years. The previous government, which included the Nationals WA, did nothing for these people in eight 
years. It completely forgot them. Where are these units? They are in Albany, Augusta, Bremer Bay, Broome, 
Bunbury, Carnarvon, Coral Bay, Denmark, Derby, Wyndham, Esperance, Exmouth, West Busselton, Geraldton, 
Hopetoun, Jurien Bay, Kalbarri, Leeman, Margaret River, Dunsborough, Onslow, Peaceful Bay, Port Denison, 
Port Hedland, Wickham, Denham, Walpole, Nickol and Northcliffe. Do National Party members recognise where 
some of those places are and whose seats they are in? They are in National Party seats. What did the former 
government do for volunteer marine rescue units over the last eight years—the people with whom members 
opposite have their photograph taken for their local paper? What did National Party members do to assist them 
when their government had more money than it knew what to do with? What did they do to assist them to get 
funding for their equipment? They did nothing. 

Mr R.S. Love interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Moore! 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: They did absolutely nothing. 

Mr R.S. Love interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Moore, the minister said he would not invite interjections generally and 
specifically from you. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: National Party members—I have said this before—remind me of modern day Vikings. Their 
whole purpose in life is to come into government and rape and pillage Treasury. The whole purpose of their 
existence is to get into government and get as much money as they possibly can to do whatever they want, for not 
the whole of rural and regional WA, but rather only their own seats. One would have thought that in acting like 
Vikings, they would deliver for their own constituents, but they do not. Look at what they did in Karratha and 
Port Hedland with the $350 million that was thrown up the wall on empty apartments. What do the people want, 
the little people, those people who put their lives at risk going out to sea to rescue people? Do they ever get a chop 
when the National Party is in government? Do they ever get funded when the National Party is in government? 
No, they do not, member for Moore! That is the whole point. The National Party did nothing for them in its seats, 
and plenty of the ones that I just read out are in his seat. 

Mr R.S. Love interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Moore, I call you for the third time. 
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Mr F.M. LOGAN: Just like the National Party did nothing for the residents of Moora or the people who attend 
Moora Residential College. It did nothing for them, but it has plenty to say in this house now that it is in opposition. 
It did nothing for them when it was in government and when the government had more money than it knew what 
to do with. 

I will read out the names of places where I have been recently for the country members in the National Party. They 
might recognise some of the places. Some of them probably have not been to these places for a long time. Just 
recently, because of the rural fire division, I have visited Bunbury, Capel, Busselton, Witchcliffe, Augusta, 
Manjimup, Bridgetown, Collie, Kojonup, Katanning, Woodanilling, Wagin, Narrogin, Brookton, Beverley, 
Northam, Toodyay, Darin, Dalwallinu, Moora, Dandaragan and Gingin to say a few, and they are all through the 
member for Roe’s seat, as he knows. Do members know what? For all the fluff that we have just heard from the 
National Party about how people are so upset with this government and how we are so on the nose, I did not hear 
that in any of the places that I have just been to. I did not hear that at all. 

A member interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Vasse, you are out of your chair. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: In every place, I spoke to representatives from numerous councils who attended those meetings. 

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.00 pm 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Before the dinner break, I ran through a significant list of country towns that I have been to 
very recently throughout the whole of the wheatbelt, great southern and south west. I have also been through the 
midwest, Pilbara and Kimberley. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: And the Peel region. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: And the Peel. Unlike the statements we have heard in this house from the Nationals, in 
particular, about the so-called anger to the McGowan government out there in those country towns, I did not hear 
that at all. I did not feel it and I did not hear it. Members, they were very, very pleased to see us—unlike the 
members opposite. I do not know what members opposite did in eight years, but they certainly did not look after 
the little people in their own electorates. They did not look after the little people in their own electorates, 
particularly the volunteers. 

These arguments we hear over and again from the Nationals about this doom, glumness and anger to the changes 
the Labor government is making in country Western Australia are not borne out by fact. When we go and speak 
to residents, to volunteers, who are the heart of country towns, as members opposite know, and to local 
representatives in the shires, that anger is not there. The Nationals’ statements in this house about that so-called 
anger—it is just not there. They understand the situation we inherited as a government and that the previous 
Liberal–National government had wrecked the finances. They clearly understand that and they understand that 
despite the fact that the previous government wrecked the state’s finances, we have still come to town and delivered 
$80 million to them to help them to keep their community safe. They very much appreciate it. 

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park — Treasurer) [7.03 pm]: I rise to make some concluding remarks on this 
matter of public interest motion, which the government will be opposing vigorously. 

As the Premier said, the Nationals rely on a divided Western Australia. That is its modus operandi. If the Nationals 
cannot divide WA between us and them, in that sectarian nature that the Premier talked about, its reason for being 
is no longer there. That is why the hollow complaints about Moora Residential College ring so false to so many 
ears. Although while at the fag end of the government they ploughed $9 million into the budget to try to do it, the 
reality is that they did not do it in eight and a half years. As the Langoulant report found, they were shoving money 
into places where nobody wanted money over those eight and a half years. Before they got around to the $9 million 
for Moora, they had spent over $5 billion. As the Langoulant report highlights on page 133 — 

The Cabinet appeared to be less prepared than it might have been in establishing arrangements for this 
program. 

The reference is to royalties for regions. The report continues — 

This would appear to be due to the Government having little perception of how the program would operate 
as there was no comprehensive and coordinated strategic plan established for the program until 2016. 

Although the Leader of the Opposition complains that the government likes to talk about his time as Treasurer and 
the performance of the previous government, the reality is that the performance of the previous government is 
going to infect this government’s entire time in power, because you cannot do to the finances what the former 
government did and not dictate what a government can do. I sat on the opposition side of this chamber and talked 
about the Liberal government under Colin Barnett, Brendon Grylls and Mr Redman binding the hands of future 
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governments. They had the arrogance to take upon themselves all the fiscal capacity of governments into the future. 
That is what they did! Yes, we have to make decisions that we do not like to make, but I will not cop a critique 
from an opposition that says it is obsessed with the spend but then does not worry about how to pay for that spend, 
from National and Liberal Parties that twice voted down a fair return on gold royalties, or from Liberal and 
National Parties that voted out of the upper house their own savings measures contained in their last budget. The 
fiscal vandalism of the opposition knows no bounds. Now, as the Premier said, if the entire budget was spent in 
regional WA, they would still be in here complaining about their lot and that regional WA is somehow getting 
dudded. Yes, things have changed; as I always said they would. I always said that fees and charges would increase, 
as did the Premier, and they have. They have increased below the trajectory set by the former government in its 
final budget, but they have increased. 

The Nationals talk about regional WA. A few members before me have spoken about some of the things that this 
government is putting into regional WA, of which there are many and they are well outside royalties for regions. 
I encourage everybody who wants to read a budget to look at the entire spend in regional WA. One of the first 
things that we had to do was fund AvonLink. The money for AvonLink ran out on 30 June 2017. There was not one 
dot there. The National Party was going to wipe out AvonLink; it was gone. We funded AvonLink. The only reason 
people are catching that train is because of the Labor Party. For the member for Geraldton, there is $70 million for 
Geraldton Regional Hospital, and all we get from him is complaints. That $70 million is a very large spend. The 
former government took out education assistants in schools at a rapid rate; we have put them back in, including in 
regional WA. There are regional science labs in schools. In particular, I was always surprised from the other side 
of this chamber to watch the National Party component of government completely cut the Department of 
Agriculture and Food. They absolutely went through it like a dose of salts; they slashed and burned that 
department. The Minister for Agriculture and Food; Regional Development is now trying to backfill and create 
a department out of something that the National Party, when in government, whilst it had the agriculture minister, 
sliced and diced. We are now trying to fix that! We put $20 million into grains research. Do I hear a thank you? 
Not one. 

Ms M.J. Davies interjected. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: I am sorry; I am not taking interjections. 

Mr R.S. Love interjected. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: We have a new standard now and I am not taking interjections. I did not interject on anyone 
on that side of the chamber. The member can sit and listen. 

We have put $20 million into grains research. What do I hear from the Nationals? Complaint, whinge, gripe and 
“It’s not fair.” Member for Roe, we have spent a significant amount of money to ensure those Cleveland–Cliffs 
jobs at Esperance port are not lost. Airfares were complained about by the National Party for eight and a half years; 
they were delivered under the Labor Party, and so was the rural fire division. Madam Deputy Speaker, this 
government has done more for regional WA in the last 15 months than the former government did blowing a huge 
amount—multibillions of dollars—through royalties for regions. We are proud of that record, we will defend that 
record and I will not cop hypocrisy from the Nationals. Its entire reason for being is dividing regional 
Western Australia versus metropolitan Western Australia. We know and can do much better than that. 

Division 
Question put and a division taken, the Deputy Chair (Ms L.L. Baker) casting her vote with the noes, with the 
following result — 

Ayes (14) 

Mr I.C. Blayney Mr S.K. L’Estrange Dr M.D. Nahan Mr P.J. Rundle 
Ms M.J. Davies Mr R.S. Love Mr D.C. Nalder Ms L. Mettam (Teller) 
Mr P. Katsambanis Mr W.R. Marmion Mr K. O’Donnell  
Mr A. Krsticevic Mr J.E. McGrath Mr D.T. Redman  
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Noes (32) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr M. Hughes Mr M.P. Murray Ms J.J. Shaw 
Dr A.D. Buti Mr W.J. Johnston Mrs L.M. O’Malley Mr C.J. Tallentire 
Mr J.N. Carey Mr D.J. Kelly Mr P. Papalia Mr D.A. Templeman 
Mr R.H. Cook Mr F.M. Logan Mr S.J. Price Mr P.C. Tinley 
Mr M.J. Folkard Mr M. McGowan Mr D.T. Punch Mr R.R. Whitby 
Ms J.M. Freeman Ms S.F. McGurk Ms M.M. Quirk Ms S.E. Winton 
Ms E. Hamilton Mr K.J.J. Michel Mrs M.H. Roberts Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Mr T.J. Healy Mr S.A. Millman Ms R. Saffioti Mr D.R. Michael (Teller) 

            

Pair 

Mr V.A. Catania Mr J.R. Quigley 

Question thus negatived. 
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